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In this issue: {?}ppoipting at Nfel\?l’\( ﬁishgp; Fqllol\\;lving

A : e retirement of Bishop Peter in May,
*Appointing a New Bishop the process to find his successor has
begun. Click here to go to the Bath
and Wells website for prayers and

sReadings & Collect for Sunday 27th June
oServices this Week

*Rector’s Note more information on the process.

Sunday 27th June (Fourth After Trinity) Readings & Collect
Gracious Father, by the obedience of Jesus you brought salvation to our wayward
world: draw us into harmony with your will, that we may find all things restored in him,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Common Worship Collect taken from Common Worship: Senvices and Prayers for the Church of England © The Archbishops’ Counci 2000

2 Corinthians 8.7-24

Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love
for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.

| do not say this as a command, but | am testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of
others. For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. And in this matter | am giving my
advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do
something— now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to
your means. For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not according
to what one does not have. | do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it
is a question of a fair balance between your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance
may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. As it is written, “The one who had much
did not have too much, and the one who had little did not have too little.’

But thanks be to God who put in the heart of Titus the same eagerness for you that | myself have. For he
not only accepted our appeal, but since he is more eager than ever, he is going to you of his own
accord. With him we are sending the brother who is famous among all the churches for his proclaiming of
the good news; and not only that, but he has also been appointed by the churches to travel with us while
we are administering this generous undertaking for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our
goodwill. We intend that no one should blame us about this generous gift that we are administering, for
we intend to do what is right not only in the Lord’s sight but also in the sight of others. And with them we
are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found eager in many matters, but who is now
more eager than ever because of his great confidence in you. As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker
in your service; as for our brothers, they are messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ. Therefore,
openly before the churches, show them the proof of your love and of our reason for boasting about you.
Mark 5.21-43

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered round him; and he
was by the lake. Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him,
fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly, ‘My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your
hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” So he went with him.

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there was a woman who had been suffering
from haemorrhages for twelve years. She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all
that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and came up
behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for she said, ‘If | but touch his clothes, | will be made
well.” Immediately her haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her
disease. Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and
said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ And his disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing in on you;
how can you say, “Who touched me?” ’ He looked all round to see who had done it. But the woman,
knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the
whole truth. He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your
disease.’

While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, ‘Your daughter is dead.
Why trouble the teacher any further?” But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the
synagogue, ‘Do not fear, only believe.” He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John,
the brother of James. When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion,
people weeping and wailing loudly. When he had entered, he said to them, ‘Why do you make a
commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. Then he put them all
outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child
was. He took her by the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha cum’, which means, ‘Little girl, get up!” And
immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they were
overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and told them to give
her something to eat.

SERVICES THIS WEEK
This Sunday there will be Holy Communion services at Carhampton (CW) and
Wootton Courtenay (BCP) at 9.30am and Morning Prayer at Dunster (CW) and
Timberscombe (CW) at 11am.

Code: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer
Most churches will be open for private prayer on a Sunday or some other day of
the week, please keep an eye on the notice boards.

Rector’s Note

| am pondering the parable of the wheat and the weeds and looking at the part of my garden
that | allowed to go wild and become a meadow. The trouble is that it has simply gone wild
and there is no meadow, just grass up to my armpits. | dug out a small new flower bed last
year and fenced it off with railway sleepers. Last week | tripped over them trying to find the
flower bed.

So, come the autumn, | shall go in with the strimmer and the whole thing will come back down
to a cutting height for the mower. | need to do it before the apples come down or the whole
thing will be impossible.

Which brings me back to the wheat and the weeds. While | do not have weeds, there are
some wild flowers and some planting | want to keep. | cannot pick out one from the other at
present, so | must be patient and wait. However much | want to do it now, (it's getting on my
nerves) | will still have to wait. The wildlife need a chance.

The parable of course is about separating those who enter the kingdom of heaven and those
who reject it. It could also be about waiting until the time is right and everything is ready. Later
is often an overused word, but it can be a helpful one too.

Caroline

Sarpitre quotations are fiom New Revised Standard Veersion Bike: Anglicized Edliion, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Counciofthe Churches
of Christinthe Uniied States of America. Used by permission. Allnights reserved wortiwvice.
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