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A Christmas Message from Bishop Ruth is
In this issue: available to download and read or watch
eChristmas Message from online via the Diocese of Bath and Wells
Bishop Ruth website by clicking here.
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oChristmas Eve & Day Services

FACE COVERINGS - REMINDER
Please remember that face
coverings are now mandatory in
places of worship unless you are
exempt. Thank you.

o

Christmas Eve Collect
Almighty God, as we prepare with joy to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child,
embrace the earth with your glory and be for us a living hope
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Christmas Day Collect
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven
touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you,

our Saviour and our eternal God. Amen.
Common Worship Collects taken from Common Worship: Servicesand  Prayers for the Church of England © The Archbishops’ Council 2000

Readings for Christmas Eve & Day

Isaiah 9.2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. You have multiplied the

nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall
be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards
and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Luke 2.1-14
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

SERVICES THIS WEEK

Please note that there are no services on Sunday 26th December.

Christmas Eve & Day Services

Christmas Eve Christmas Day Mass

Outdoor Crib Service Timberscombe 3pm Carhampton 10am

Timberscombe 10am
Rodhuish 11am

Christmas Mass Wootton Courtenay 10pm
Midnight Mass Dunster 11.30pm

Rector: Revd Caroline Ralph
Associate Priest: Revd Margaret Jackson
Sarpture quatations are fiom New Revised Standard Viersion Bbke: Anglicized Edlifion, copyright © 1989, 1995 Natiorial
Counci ofthe Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by perrmission. Allrights reserved woridwice.
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