
Annual Parish Meeting: Chairman’s Report for 2023/24
It has been a relatively quiet year and I would like to thank my fellow councillors for all their  cheerful and valuable input and in particular Roz Griffin, our Parish Clerk, for all her hard work and excellent agendas and minutes. We have also appreciated the support we have received from Frances Nicholson and Steven Pugsley with their links to Somerset Council and Exmoor National Park.

Over the last year we have held eight parish council meetings and dealt with a varied assortment of fifteen planning applications spread out over the year. These were mainly straight forward, but three in particular were complex and required careful consideration.

I should also like to highlight some of the other more significant issues that we have dealt with:

1) The Village clean up was successfully held again at the beginning of December and I should like to thank everyone in the village who turned out to spruce up parts of the road verges and gulleys. At the end of this year it will be all the more important as we have now lost the services of Sean our Lengthsman who has had to stand down due to the high increase in his insurance costs and reorganisation of the Parish Lengthsman scheme. I should like to thank Sean for all his hard work over the years in keeping parts of the village clean and tidy.

2) Roz Griffin regularly checks the defibrillator available in the centre of the village, backed up by our valuable band of First Responders.

3) Andrew Bray has joined ENPA as a Parish Council representative and is on the Planning Committee. 

4) The King’s coronation has been commemorated with a wooden bench placed at the back of the Recreation Ground providing a tranquil place to enjoy the peaceful setting with daffodils planted all around. The bench was made in Dunster from timber taken from a locally sourced fallen oak tree, which we felt is very much in keeping with the King’s green outlook.

5) The Parish Council support the Village website that provides the latest information on everything happening around the Village and we much appreciate all the hard work put in by Marion and Bill with running the site.

6) Although we have had a very mild winter we have taken the opportunity to top all of the village salt bins so that we are set up for next winter should the need arise.

7) We have had to increase the precept for the current year to enable Roz to have an independent computer for parish work, but hopefully we can bring this down next year as long as nothing unexpected comes up.

As to other matters in the Village Mark and Sara and the Shop Committee have made excellent improvements to the Villagers’ Store and it is remarkable that we have the benefit of a Post Office when so many villages have lost theirs. The excellent play by the Dunkery Players has been much appreciated and shows what a creative village we have and is a testimony to all the hard work put in by Mary Noble and her team. Could I also finally thank Bill Hogg for generously supplying the very impressive Christmas tree that was put up on the old garage forecourt.

Please remember if you have any issues you would like to raise you can always contact our Parish Clerk.

James Wilmoth

Chairman Wootton Courtenay Parish Council.

